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Isaiah 53 and Theories of Atonement: A Theological
Overview

Main Topic: Interpretation of Isaiah 53 and the Work of Yeshua
(Jesus)

e The session begins with an introduction to Isaiah 53, described as the song of
the "suffering servant." The speaker identifies the suffering servant as the
Messiah (Yeshua/Jesus), who came 2,000 years ago to offer salvation for
those entering a covenant relationship with him.

e The fulfillment of Isaiah 53 is ongoing, seen in the lives of those who serve
Yeshua across generations.

e There are differing interpretations: some Orthodox and Rabbinic Jewish
communities view the suffering servant as the nation of Israel, while others
(including the speaker) see it as pointing to the Messiah.

Atonement Theories Discussed

e The speaker critiques the widely-held doctrine of Penal Substitutionary
Atonement (PSA), which claims that Yeshua took on the literal punishment and
guilt for humanity’s sins, satisfying God's wrath in their place.

e Another theory discussed is Satisfaction Atonement (developed by Anselm),
where God's honor, violated by sin, must be restored through punishment.

e The speaker argues these theories misrepresent God's character, suggesting
it is unjust and contrary to Torah principles for guilt or punishment to be
transferred from the guilty to the innocent.

e Scriptural references (e.g., Proverbs 17:15, Deuteronomy 24:16, Ezekiel 18:19-
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26) are cited to support that each person bears responsibility for their own
sins and that punishing the righteous for the wicked is an abomination to
Yahweh.

The Work of Yeshua According to Isaiah 53

e The speaker emphasizes that Isaiah 53 is poetic and should be read within its
cultural and covenantal context, not through the lens of modern law courts.

e The language of "bearing" sorrows and griefs is interpreted as Yeshua
bringing relief, healing, and restoration—not the literal transfer of guilt or
punishment.

e The sacrificial system is explained: animal sacrifices cleanse sacred space and

symbolize forgiveness, but the animal does not become guilty; neither does
Yeshua literally become sin or guilty.

e The true benefit of Yeshua's work is restoring relationship with the Father,
bringing healing, taking away the burden and feeling of guilt, but not erasing
the historical fact of sin.

Forgiveness, Justice, and Restoration

e Forgiveness in scripture does not require punishment of a substitute.
Examples include King David and Nineveh receiving forgiveness through
repentance, not sacrifice.

e The parable of the forgiving king is highlighted: the king (representing the
Father) forgives the servant's debt freely, illustrating that God can simply
forgive out of mercy.

e The feeling of guilt can be removed through restoration and healing, but
individuals remain responsible for their past actions.

Questions and Points Raised

¢ |s guilt transferable according to Torah? (No; each person is responsible for
their own sin.)

e Does forgiveness require satisfaction of wrath or punishment? (No;
forgiveness can be granted freely.)

e Does Yeshua's death mean believers are considered innocent or acquitted?



(No; believers are forgiven and restored, but the historical guilt of sin remains.)

Decisions and Action Plans

e The speaker encourages listeners to approach Isaiah 53 and atonement with a
proper understanding of Hebrew culture, covenant, and sacrificial systems.

e Listeners are urged to reject PSA and satisfaction models that mischaracterize
God's justice.

e Practical application: dedicate one's life to Yeshua, repent, and walk according
to the kingdom laws through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Final Notes

e The speaker reminds listeners to share the message, subscribe to the
channel, and engage with further teachings.

e Emphasis on Yeshua as King and Lord, not just Savior, and on walking in the
covenant relationship.
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